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SUBJECT: BLACK ARTS FESTIVAL SEEKS FULLER US PARTICIPATION 
REFS: LAGOS 8071: LAGOS A-25 

BEGIN SUMMARY: INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR BLACK AND AFRICAN 
ARTS FESTIVAL HELD SECOND MEETING IN LAGOS LAST WEEK TO REVIEW 
PREPARATIONS FOR FORTHCOMING FESTIVAL, WHICH NOW RESCHEDULED 
TO JANUARY 1975. FESTIVAL ORGANIZERS BEGINNING PUSH BOTH 
EMBASSY AND US REPS ON COMITTEE FOR " FULL" AMERICAN PARTICI- 
PATION, WHICH US REPS ON COMMITTEE PLAN DISCUSS WITH USG IN 
NEAR FUTURE. END SUMMARY. 

1. INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SECOND WORLD BLACK AND AFRICAN 
FESTIVAL OF ARTS AND CULTURE HELD SECOND MEETING IN LAGOS 
MARCH 26- 30 TO REVIEW PREPARATIONS FOR FORTHCOMING FESTIVAL. 

IN ADDITION NUMBER DECISIONS ON INTERNAL ORGANIZATION, 
COMMITTEE ALSO AGREED ( A) SHIFT DATE FROM NOVEMBER 1974 TO 
JANUARY 1975, BOTH TO EASE ATTENDANCE BY MEMBERS US ACADEMIC 
COMMUNITY AND TO ENSURE DRY WEATHER IN LAGOS; ( B) EXPAND 
PARTICIPATION TO INCLUDE NORTH AFRICA, ASIA, AND AUSTRALIA; 

AND ( C) HOLD NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING IN LAGOS IN OCTOBER. 

2. IN COURSE RECEPTION FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS, FMG 
COMMISSIONER INFO ENAHORO ( WHO IS ALSO COMMITTEE PRESIDENT) 
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TOOK AMBASSADOR ASIDE TO STRESS FMG EXPECTATION OF " FULL” 

US PARTICIPATION AND DISAPPOINTMENT THAT INITIAL FEE OF 
$10,000 (LAGOS 8071) NOT YET PAID. AMBASSADOR REITERATED 
THAT US PARTICIPATION ENTIRELY IN HANDS OF NORTH AMERICAN 
ZONAL COMMITTEE CHAIRED BY FILM PRODUCER OSSIE DAVIS AND IS 
NOT DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY OF USG. ENAHORO EMPHASIZED NEED 
FOR AMERICAN CONTRIBUTIONS " REGARDLESS OF RACE", AND SAID 
WHITE AMERICANS ALSO WELCOME TO " DO THEIR THING" SUCH AS 
FURNISHING EXHIBITS OR CULTURAL CENTERS. 

3. IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR, DAVIS AND HOYT 
FULLER ( JOHNSON PUBLICATIONS) ADMITTED THEY HAVE NOT YET PUT 
MUCH TIME OR EFFORT INTO COMMITTEE WORK IN US. DAVIS HAS 
JUST COMPLETED HIS LATEST FILM, HOWEVER, AND NOW EXPECTS BE 
ABLE TO DEVOTE GREATER EFFORT TO FESTIVAL. OTHER REASON FOR 
DELAY, AS DAVIS TOLD ENAHORO, WAS HIS UNWILLINGNESS TO " GET 
FAR IN FRONT" UNTIL ASSURED THAT PLANS IN LAGOS WILL BE 
IMPLEMENTED, POINT ON WHICH LATEST COMMITTEE MEETING LEFT 
HIM SOMEWHAT MORE CONFIDENT ( FIRST PILINGS FOR THEATER 
COMPLEX, FOR EXAMPLE, BEING PLACED APRIL 2). IN THIS 
CONNECTION, DAVIS PLANS TRIP TO WASHINGTON, POSSIBLY AS 
EARLY AS END THIS WEEK, " FOR DISCUSSIONS." DAVIS WAS NOT 
CLEAR WHAT HIS POINT OF CONTACT WOULD BE WITHIN USG, 

THOUGH HE MADE SEPARATE REFERENCE TO TAKING " HIGH- LEVEL 
DELEGATION" AT LATER DATE FOR TALKS WITH WHITE HOUSE. 

4. ASKED BY AMBASSADOR FOR ZONAL COMMITTEE VIEWS ON USG 
ASSISTANCE, FULLER ACKNOWLEDGED SOME DIVERGENCE AMONG 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS. SEVERAL MEMBERS CONCERNED BECAUSE OF 
ALLEGED " STATE DEPARTMENT AND CIA" MANEUVERING TO CONTROL 
DAKAR FESTIVAL, SUPPOSEDLY INVOLVING INSISTENCE THAT BLACK 
AMERICAN ARTISTS PERFORM IN EUROPEAN RATHER THAN AFRICAN 
TRADITION AND ATTEMPT TO IMPOSE WEALTHY WHITE NEW YORKER 
AS PRINCIPAL ORGANIZER IN US. COMMITTEE DETERMINED AVOID 
ANY REPETITION THIS EXPERIENCE, BUT EVIDENTLY HAS NOT YET 
WORKED OUT GUIDELINES FOR RELATIONS WITH USG. 

5. ENAHORO SAID FMG SENDING CULTURAL TROUPE TO US " THIS 
SUMMER" TO ASSIST DAVIS AND HIS COMMITTEE IN RAISING FUNDS 
AND " PROMOTING" FESTIVAL, WITH ARRANGEMENTS TO BE MADE BY 
ZONAL COMMITTEE. DAVIS TOLD AMBASSADOR HE UNDERSTANDS 
TROUPE TO VISIT US IN MAY RATHER THAN SUMMER, SO ARRANGE- 
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6. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH ENAHORO, DAVIS SAID HE TOLD 
COMMISSIONER " SOME FACTS OF LIFE" ABOUT US PARTICIPATION. 
AMERICAN GUESTS WILL WANT MORE COMFORT THAN FESTIVAL 
VILLAGE LIKELY TO AFFORD, HE NOTED, AND FMG WILL HAVE TO 
MAKE SPECIAL EFFORT TO " MINIMIZE CULTURAL SHOCK" FOR 
VISITORS. FULLER ADDED THAT JOHNSON PUBLICATIONS PLANS 
SERIES OF ARTICLES DESIGNED TO PREPARE AMERICAN VISITORS 
FOR FESTIVAL, WITH HEAVY EMPHASIS ON CULTURAL DIFFERENCES 
TO BE EXPECTED. 

7. COMMENT: AS ANTICIPATED IN REFS, ENAHORO LOOKING 
TOWARD USG FOR MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN CONNECTION WITH 
AMERICAN PARTICIPATION AT FESTIVAL, AND AMERICAN MEMBERS 
OF PREPARATORY COMMITTEE SEEMINGLY BEGINNING TO THINK 
ALONG SIMILAR LINES. IN THIS REGARD, WE RECOMMEND THAT 
USG ROLE BE LIMITED INSOFAR AS POSSIBLE TO FACILIT ATIVE 
ASSISTANCE FOR PRIVATE EFFORTS BY ZONAL COMMITTEE, AND 
THAT DIRECT INVOLVEMENT BE AVOIDED. IN ORDER AVOID ANY 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS OR DISILLUSIONMENT WHICH COULD ADVERSELY 
AFFECT USG- FMG RELATIONS, WE BELIEVE IT ESSENTIAL THAT 
NATURE AND LIMITS OF THIS USG ROLE BE CLEARLY SPELLED OUT 

TO DAVIS AND HIS ASSOCIATES WHEN THEY VISIT WASHINGTON. 

8. DECON 4/2/74. 

REINHARDT 
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